Winter Key to 20 Common Maryland Trees
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1b. Leaf scars alternate or SPIraled........coocciiiii it e e e e e rta e e s s stae e e e neaeeeesanraeen 7
2a. Leaf scar With three BUNAIE SCArS ......ocvei ittt sbe e e bae s 3
2b. Leaf scar with numerous bundles forming aline........cccoccvvvvevviveveeicveeeecien, Fraxinus americana
3a. Flower buds large and spherical; terminal buds with two scales...........cccceeevveeeeineenns Cornus florida
3b. Flower buds small or flat; terminal buds with more than two scales .........cooecvvveeeeieiiiiiiiiiieeee e, 4

4a. Twigs of current year are green

4b. TWigS BrowWn, OlIVE OF TEA ... .eiiiii et e et e e e s ettr e e e ssat e e e e sbteeeesbeaeeesanraeaeanns
5a. Terminal buds small, 2-3 mm long, oval in shape
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6a. Twigs slender (<3 mm); terminal buds and twigs red...........ccccvveeeiveeeccieee e Acer rubrum
6b. Twigs moderate (>3 mm); terminal buds and twigs olive totan ...........ccccvveeenne... Acer saccharum
7a. Twigs with lateral buds clustered near the end; pith star-shaped ........cccccooiiiiiiviieiiii e, 8
7b. Twigs with lateral buds evenly distributed; pith is not star shaped .........ccccoeevvvveeeiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e, 11

8a. Terminal buds oval, red or red-brown ... 9
8b. Terminal buds conical, grey to BroWn ... 10
9a. Buds 3-5 mm long, chestnut to reddish brown; twigs moderate ..........ccccvvvvvvveeeeeennnns Quercus alba
9b. Buds 5-8 mm long, red; twigs STOUL (>5 MM) ...cceeirieiiiiiieeeeee et Quercus rubra
10a. Buds 4-5 angled with flattened sides, grey-brown, hairy........cccccceevenvrvveennnenn. Quercus velutina

10b. Buds conical, not angled, brown with hairs only
at the Margins 0f SCAlES .....cc.vvvveeeeeeeee et e Quercus montana



11a. Leaf scars triangular or shield shaped with three lobes; twigs moderate to stout ............ccueee....e. 12
11b. Leaf scars otherwise (circular, crescent shaped, half-round, but not lobed);
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12a. Pith continuous; terminal bud 10-20 MM c.cccovvvvveveviveieiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeveeeiea, Carya tomentosa
12b. Pith with hollow chambers; terminal bud 8-12 MM .......ccccovvvvvciviieciee e, Juglans nigra

solid diaphragmed chambered
13a. Stipule SCArs ENCITCIING TWIE ...uviiiiiie ittt e e e e e e ae e e e e e e e s anb e aeeeeeeesnanntreeaeaaeeas
13b. Stipule scars, if present, OtherWisSe...........uuiii i e e errre e e e e
14a. Leaf scar linear, encircling lateral buds; 5-9 bundle scars.......cccceeeeeuvvreeeenn.
14b. Leaf scars oval to circular, but not encircling lateral buds;
12 0r MOre BUNAIE SCATS...ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt
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15a. Twigs distinctly zigzagged (change direction at each lateral bud).......c.cceoeeveeieiciiiiieniieeeeeee e, 16
15b. Twigs not zigzagged, relatively Straight ... ..o rrree e e e 18
15a
16a. Pith white, solid with diaphragms .........c.eeevveeeeeiiieieeeeeeeeceeee e, Nyssa sylvatica
16b. Pith pale, continuous Without diaphragms .........ccooeiiiiiiiiii e 17
17a. Terminal buds 15-25 mm long, sharp pointed.........cceecuviivevreeeeecieeeeee e, Fagus grandifolia
17b. Terminal buds 6 MM, OVOI ......cooeeeeeicc s Tilia americana
18a. Stipule forming spines on both sides of tiny lateral buds........................... Robinia pseudoacacia
18b. Stipules not forming spines; lateral buds [arger ... 19
19a. Twigs and terminal bud Zreen ...........evvvvviveeeeeeee e eeea e e Sassafras albidum
19b. Twigs and buds brown to reddish BroWN ........coceiiiiiieii e 20
20a. Terminal buds 15-25 mm long, sharp pointed.........cccccvvvivvveeeeevciieeeee s Fagus grandifolia
20b. Terminal buds shorter, CONe SHAPE........cuiii i e e 21
21a. Twigs slender; terminal buds to 4 MM........c..ovvvvvveeviiiiieieee e Prunus serotina

21b. Twigs moderate; terminal bud 6-12 MM......ccooveieieciececece e Liquidambar styraciflua



Scientific and common names of common trees.

Scientific Name

Common Name

Acer negundo

Acer rubrum

Acer saccharinum
Acer saccharum
Carya tomentosa
Cornus florida

Fagus grandifolia
Fraxinus americana
Juglans nigra
Liquidambar styraciflua
Liriodendron tulipifera
Nyssa sylvatica
Platanus occidentalis
Prunus serotina
Quercus alba
Quercus montana
Quercus rubra
Quercus velutina
Robinia pseudoacacia
Sassafras albidum
Tilia americana

box elder

red maple

silver maple

sugar maple

mockernut hickory
flowering dogwood
American beech
American ash, white ash
black walnut

red gum, liquidambar
yellow poplar, tulip tree
black gum, tupelo
sycamore, plantain, buttonwood
black cherry

white oak

chestnut oak, mountain oak
red oak

black oak

black locust

sassafras

basswood, linden
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